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the hope that if the occasion necessitated revival the nation would
take it up. Those who disbelieve in it will be free under sus-
pension to preach the evil effects in their opinion of non-co-opera-
tion to convert Congressmen to their views. That is the grand
opportunity that suspension gives them. And in my opinion a
wholly non-co-operating Congress cannot be expected to go further
than suspension. I say "wholly non-co-operating Congress" be-
cause Swarajists too claim to have faith in non-co-operation. Let
me give up a secret, if secret it can be called. The very first draft
prepared now more than three months ago began with a preamble
reiterating belief in non-co-operation. It Was quite acceptable to
Swarajists. But it was removed by mutual consent in order to make
it easier for Liberals and others to join. It was pointed out by some
friends that Liberals and National Home Rulers might object to voting
for the preamble. In fact consistently with principles extraordinary
care was taken, by all who had a hand in drafting the final agree-
ment to anticipate and meet the requirements of those who have
remained outside the Congress. I know that even so, the agreement
falls short of the full requirements of the various political groups
and parties. The reason for the defect is not due to want of
effort or will, but it is due to both the Swarajists and myself hav-
ing to take into account our respective principles, or call them
limitations if that word is preferable.
Moreover, I cannot too often repeat the fact that we had the
great Congress electorate in mind. It is true that it is as yet not
always assertive when it ought to be but I have noticed that on
} occasions it can assert its will despite the effort of the leaders to
the contrary. It is the same electorate that all of us have to
affect and be affected by. In finding the ways and means of
agreement I venture to think that each party if it is to work in
unison has to be satisfied with just sufficient and no more for the
requirements of its conscience.
After all, no one wants non-co-operation for the sake of it.
No one prefers imprisonment to freedom. But when freedom is
in jeopardy, non-co-operation may be a duty and prison may
be a palace. It is for all those who Would under every circum-
stance avoid non-co-operation to make it unnecessary for non-co-
operators to resort to it. And one of the best methods of bringing
about such a result is for all parties to unite, devise a scheme of
swaraj acceptable to all parties and discover at the same time if
it is possible a common method of enforcing that scheme*
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